
J.D. Strong, Director

Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation

ODWC Update



Who we are

The Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 

Conservation with its 350 employees are 

responsible for managing Oklahoma’s fish 

and wildlife resources.



What we believe

The state’s fish and wildlife belong to all 
Oklahomans and should be managed so their 
populations will be sustained forever.



How we are funded

The Wildlife Department receives no state appropriations. License sales and 

federal Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program are the main funding 

sources. Every license dollar spent by sportsmen in Oklahoma is used to fund 

ODWC’s user-pay/public benefit system.

Annual 
License 
Sales, 
48%

Federal 
Grants, 

37%

Other 
Revenue, 

15%

ODWC FY 2016 Revenue

($50.37 million)



Lesser Prairie-Chicken Range-Wide Plan

Voluntary conservation program for landowner and industry partners is funded 

through voluntary mitigation payments. The plan provides certainty to 

participants that they will be able to continue operations without interruption and 

when fully implemented produces a net conservation benefit to the lesser 

prairie-chicken.



Lesser Prairie-Chicken Range-Wide Plan

We have a great plan, but now 

we need great participation. 

With a boost in industry support 

and participation in the next 90 

days we can make a strong 

case to keep it off the list.



American Burying Beatle

 In at least 25 counties; 

expanding each year

 ODWC comments/input 

into ongoing SSA

 Delisting warranted

 Major issues with 

climate change analysis

 Ignores ABB adaptability

 IPAA et al. lawsuit



Blue Ribbon Panel

Dedicated new 

funding for fish and 

wildlife conservation 

up to $1.3 billion per 

year from the 

development of 

energy and mineral 

resources on federal 

lands and waters for 

wildlife conservation.



Blue Ribbon Panel Benefits in OK

 Avoid ESA altogether

 Protect, improve and 
manage habitat

 311 species of greatest 
conservation need

 Many other game species

 Engage more 
conservation partners

 Adequate funding for 
assistance programs



Alliance For America’s Fish & Wildlife

Business and conservation leaders uniting to support 
permanent funding to ensure the sustainability of fish 
& wildlife for current and future generations.



Questions?


